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 Instant in prayer. Romans 12:12 
 WHAT a blessed privilege, dear fellow-
disciples of the Lord, is ours, to be instant in 
prayer, to pray always—to lift up our hearts 

and minds to God at any time and in any 
place and to realize thus daily and hourly 
that the Father and our dear Lord Jesus con-
tinually abide with us. And then, when the 
active duties of the day have been per-

formed under His eye and supervision, or at 
any time when the soul realizes its necessi-
ty, how precious is the privilege of entering 
into our closets and there, alone with God, 
unburdening our hearts. Z.'95-215 R1866:1 

------------------------------ 
 

INSTANT IN PRAYER 
 
(Rom 12:12 KJV) "Rejoicing in hope; pa-
tient in tribulation; continuing instant in 
prayer;"  
 
(ASV) "…continuing stedfastly in prayer; " 
(WNT) "…earnest and persistent in prayer." 

 
R3830 “While admitting that no trial can for 
the present be otherwise than grievous, he 
tells us that we may rejoice in hope; for the 
trial will not continue forever, and by and 
by it will bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness if we are rightly exercised 
thereby, and in the end the rewards of right-
eousness; and therefore he says we should 
be "patient in tribulation, continuing instant 
in prayer" for that grace which is promised 
according to our needs.” 
 
R917 "Continuing instant in prayer." (Rom. 
12:12.) To continue steadfastly in prayer is 
of vital importance… We cannot continue 
alive to God without prayer any more than 
we can continue to live without breathing.” 
 
R2213 "Instant in prayer." No advice that 
the Apostle could give to the class ad-
dressed could be more vitally important 
than this. "Ah, whither could we flee for aid 
when tempted, desolate, dismayed? Or how 
the host of sin defeat had suffering saints no 
mercy-seat.  

Prayer, communion with God, is indis-
pensably necessary to our spiritual welfare... 
People may be fervent in serving schemes 
or plans of their own, or human systems and 
theories, and have little desire for prayer; 
but those who serve the Lord and his truth 
from a hot, fervent heart, will so realize 
their imperfection and their own inability in 
the divine service, that they will desire and 
will continually seek the Master's guidance 
and direction with reference to the service 
they are rendering to him.  

If, therefore, we ever feel a growing 
indifference, either to private prayer or to 
public worship or to social prayer-meetings, 
we may be assured that it is a very danger-
ous sign of one of two things. (1) Either that 
our love is growing cold, or (2) that our love 
is misplaced, misdirected, placed upon some 
earthly scheme or ambition, and is not fer-
vent toward the Lord. And whichever is 
found to be the difficulty should be correct-
ed at once. The appreciation of prayer, like 
the growth of love, and like the increase of 
fervency of spirit, is a matter for develop-
ment; and the best fuel, as above suggested, 
is the consideration of the divine mercies 
already enjoyed.” 

 
R1866 “Let us live in the presence of the 
Father and the Son who have promised to 
abide with us. It will sweeten our days and 
comfort our nights and ease our burdens and 
lighten our cares and brighten our hopes, 
and, in a word, it will lift us up above the 
world into a higher and purer atmos-
phere. Such is the will of heaven concerning 
us: let us appreciate and avail ourselves of 
the privilege.” 

 

ASK THAT YOU’RE JOY 
MAY BE FULL 

 
January 3 Manna “The Heavenly Father has 
multiplied mercies, blessings and provi-
dences in store for His obedient and faithful 
children who will ask for them.”  
 
R5708 “As the Christian grows in grace and 
in knowledge he should come to realize 
more and more that he is a New Creature, 
and that the New Creature is to pray for 
itself and not for the old creature.” 
 
(James 4:2)"Ye have not, because ye ask not." 
 
R3662 “The things which we have only a 
slight desire for we may mention once or 
twice at the throne of grace, but those things 
which lie very close to our hearts become our 
continual prayer.” 
 

EXAMPLE IN JACOB'S STRUGGLE 
WITH THE ANGEL 

(Gen 32:26-32) 
 

R2865 “The circumstances were intended as 
an opportunity to draw out Jacob's longing 
desires in this respect... 
 God wishes us to be persistent, and our 
persistence measures and indicates the depth 
of our desires.  If the blessing in answer to our 
prayer does not come in the moment of asking 
we are to continue "instant in prayer,"--
patiently waiting for the Lord's due time, 
faithfully trusting him that he is willing to 
give the blessing which he promised, even 
though he may for a time withhold it with a 
view to our becoming the more earnest in 
seeking it." 
 
E223-224 "The Spirit of holiness in abun-
dance can only be received by those who 
earnestly desire it and seek it by prayer and 
effort.  The mind or spirit of the world must 
be driven out of our hearts, in proportion as 
we would have them filled with the holy 
Spirit, mind, influence.  Self-will must also 
give place.  And because it is in proportion as 
we are emptied of all things else that we are 
ready to receive of his fulness, therefore the 
Lord would have us come into this condition 
of earnest desire for filling with his Spirit of 
holiness, that we may be willing and anxious 
to displace and eradicate every other contrary 
influence and will."   
 
R5709 We should pray that we may have 
God's sentiment, God's mind, God's will, as 
our sentiment, our mind, our will... 

We wish to have the Lord's sentiment 
as our sentiment in everything. Thus by 
studying the Lord's character as revealed in 
His Word, and striving day by day to be 
conformed thereto, we are "changed into the 
same image, from glory to glory, by the 
Spirit of the Lord." And thus we become 
more and more filled with the Spirit.” 

 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 

 
R4419 “To the true Christian prayer consti-
tutes one of the greatest of God's blessings. 
His privilege of approaching the throne of 
the heavenly grace to obtain mercy and also 

to find grace to help in every time of need, 
is a privilege the value of which cannot be 
too highly esteemed. The Lord's people are 
glad to assemble themselves frequently for 
prayer and worship, not only on Sunday, but 
in mid-week. They are glad to bow the knee 
in prayer every morning, giving thanks to 
the Giver of every good gift for the favors 
of life--for all of life's blessings and privi-
leges. They are glad at the close of day to 
review it and to give God praise for his 
blessing and protection, for mercies en-
joyed, for the promises fulfilled, for peti-
tions answered. They are glad also to have 
the opportunity of recounting the experienc-
es of the day and of making apologies and 
asking forgiveness for shortcomings, and to 
renew their vows of loyalty and faithfulness 
in the name and strength of the Redeemer. 
These blessed privileges of prayer belong to 
the Lord's family because they are his and 
have access to him continually through their 
great Advocate, their Redeemer.  

However, the Apostle speaks of "pray-
ing without ceasing." What does he mean? 
We answer that the following statement is 
explanatory: "In everything give thanks." In 
a word, the life of an advanced Christian 
should be a life of prayer in the sense that a 
desire to know the Lord's will should be 
continually before his mind, and in every 
stress of life, in every trial, in every victory, 
in every undertaking, the will of the Lord 
should be sought and accepted and thanks 
should be given. The interests of the day 
committed to the Lord in the morning 
should be continually remembered as being 
in his loving care throughout the day. The 
experiences of life as they come should be 
accepted thankfully as under the Divine 
will; and thanks should be rendered for 
them, whether agreeable or disagreeable to 
the natural man, "For this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you." This is 
what would please God. This is living up to 
the high privileges his grace has provided 
for us.”  
 
R3806 "Pray without ceasing. In everything 
give thanks." (1 Thess. 5:17,18.) The ad-
vanced Christian is to be so fully in accord 
with the Father and the Son and the divine 
program, The Plan of the Ages, that his 
entire life will be a prayer and a song in 
respect to every affair of life. He will have 
in his mind primarily, What is the will of 
God in this matter? "whether we eat or drink 
or whatsoever we do let us do all to the 
glory of God." The heart that is thus contin-
ually in all of life's affairs looking for divine 
direction is thus continuously in a prayer 
attitude, and no other condition is proper to 
the Christian … Prov. 3:6; Psa. 37:4.” 
 
R5803 “PRECIOUSNESS OF INTIMATE 
FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD  

It is when continued trust in the Lord 
and His many responsive providences in our 
lives have ripened into precious personal 
acquaintance and intimacy that we learn to 
delight in Him. Yes, it is when heart an-
swers to heart, when pleading prayer brings 
recognized answers of peace, when the Di-



vine love and care have been clearly seen in 
the guidance of our way, that we can recog-
nize the abiding presence with us of the 
Father and the Son. Then, however dark 
may be our way, however severe may be the 
storm that rages about us, the thought of 
Divine protection is ever with us, so that as 
the children of the Lord we are never in 
despair; though cast down, we are not de-
stroyed; though persecuted, we are never 

forsaken. We know our Father's hand is ever 
at the helm, that His love and care are sure 
and unfailing.”  
 
R3351 “PRAY WITHOUT CEASING…  

To such an one every day and every 
hour is a time of fellowship with the Lord. 
Whenever business cares, household wor-
ries, etc., interfere with such communion it 
is an evidence that we are being over-

charged with the cares of this life, and the 
difficulty should be corrected: either we 
should rectify matters by diminishing our 
business responsibilities, etc., or, if this be 
impossible, we should counterbalance the 
cares of life with the more earnest and more 
repeated turning of our hearts to the Lord 
for guidance in even the trivial affairs of 
life, much more in the great ones.”   

------------------------------ 

R5020 (From Harvest Truth Database V8.0 2013) 

"VAIN REPETITION" IN PRAYER 

QUESTION.—In Matt. 6:7, our Lord tells us, "When ye pray, 
use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they think that they 
shall be heard for their much speaking." The Apostle Paul, writing to 
the Church (Col. 4:2), exhorts that they "continue in prayer"; again 
we read of the widow who was heard for her importunity. (Luke 
18:2-5.) Is this a suggestion that we should importune? How could 
we importune without repetition? 

Answer.—We are to recognize a distinct difference between the 
"vain repetitions" of the heathen, which our Lord condemned, and 
the "continuing instant in prayer," "in everything giving thanks," in 
"praying and not fainting," acts which our Lord and the Apostles 
enjoined. (Rom. 12:12; Luke 18:1, etc.) This difference the Lord 
illustrated in the case of the woman who came to a judge repeatedly, 
asking that he avenge her of her enemy. Although the judge was not 
a man who would act justly, yet he did her justice on account of her 
persistence. In commenting upon her course, our Lord said that if an 
unjust judge be moved on account of importunity to do justice, how 
much more a just judge! 

The thought illustrated in the parable is that of a person who 
cries to the Lord that injustice is being done—as with the Church at 
the present time. We all realize that we are suffering injustice. We 
cry, "O Lord, deliver us! deliver us from the Adversary!" Will God 
never deliver the Church? For eighteen hundred years the Church 
has been praying thus; and God has not answered this prayer. Will 
He never answer? Our Lord intimates that we should not lose 
faith. We are to have full confidence in His promises. Injustice will 
not forever obtain. The time will come, we are told, when Satan 
shall be bound and deceive the people no more.—Rev. 20:2,3. 

Therefore we do right to pray, "Thy Kingdom come," week af-
ter week, year after year, century after century. To grow faint or 
grow weary in prayer would not be right. The proper course is to 
believe that God will fulfil what He has promised; and that all will 
come out in harmony with His will. 

On another occasion our Lord gave a parable wherein one 
asked his neighbor for food and was refused. (Luke 11:5-8.) He 
asked again. Finally the neighbor gave it to him on account of his 
importunity, on account of his patiently persisting. This parable, 
also, emphasizes the thought of importunate prayer. God has the 
blessing, and not only is able to give it, but has promised to do so. 
The delay in granting the request is because His due time has not 
come. Hence we are not to give up nor to become weary, but to be 

constant in our prayers. 
This is all very different, however, from the "vain repetitions" 

which our Lord condemned. But we do not think that our Lord de-
sires us to use repetition in our prayers. Some people use the words, 
"Our Father," or "Our God," or "Heavenly Father" more frequently 
than would seem to be good form—even using them in every fourth 
or fifth sentence. Their prayer would sound better on earth if they 
did not use these repetitions; though, no doubt, the repetitions would 
be understood in Heaven; for these people seem to be as earnest as 
others. 

Sometimes, after we have had morning worship and prayer, the 
one called upon to ask the blessing at table practically repeats the 
morning prayer. This course would imply that the person had forgot-
ten that the general blessings had been asked in that prayer, and 
that he should be asking a blessing on the morning meal. To ask a 
blessing on the meal is not to pray in the ordinary sense of the 
word. Whoever "asks the blessing" should ask something in connec-
tion with the food and not attempt to pray for neighbors, relatives, 
etc. 

But the repetitions which our Lord had in mind and which are 
specially reprehensible in the Lord's sight are formal prayers mere-
ly. To illustrate: the Chinese are said to have a praying wheel, which 
enables them to make many "vain repetitions" without the trouble of 
speaking a word. 

It would seem that our Catholic friends also are given to a great 
deal of repetition in prayer. They repeat, "Hail, Mary!" and believe 
that God will save them from suffering in purgatory for their repeti-
tions. Some of the poor creatures say, "Hail, Mary!" as often and as 
fast as they can. 

So with the Mohammedans. They say, "Great is Allah! Mo-
hammed is His Prophet! Great is Allah! Mohammed is His Proph-
et!" again and again. We do not know what good they are doing, for 
they are surely wasting a great deal of valuable time to no pur-
pose. We do not wish to make light of these people nor of their con-
duct. But we are bound to think that with those who are intelligent 
such prayers are only form. With those who are not intelligent it is 
different. We believe that they are sincere; and so our course is to 
think sympathetically of them, but not to do as they do, not to pray 
as they pray. Prayer in private, in our own room, may be as long as 
we please; but prayer in public should be short and to the point. 

------------------------------ 
R1864 (From Harvest Truth Database V8.0 2013) 

THE PRIVILEGE AND POWER OF PRAYER 
"And Jesus spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray and not to faint."—Luke 18:1-8 

 
TO THE thoughtful, appreciative mind, one of the greatest 

privileges which the Word of God offers is that of personal audience 
and communion with the King of kings and Lord of lords. When we 
consider how great is our God, and how exalted his station, how 
wonderful is the condescension that thus regards our low estate! He 
it is whose glory covereth the heavens, and whose kingdom ruleth 
over the whole universe. He it is who is without beginning of days 
or end of years: "From everlasting to everlasting thou art God." He 
is the immortal, the self-existing One, "dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto, whom no man hath seen nor can 
see." The heavens declare his glory and the firmament showeth his 
handiwork. In all his vast universal domain there is nothing hidden 
from him, nor can he be wearied by its care. His wisdom, who can 
fathom? and his ways, who can find them out? or who hath been his 

counsellor? His mighty intellect grasps with ease all the interests of 
his wide dominion, from immensity to minutia. His eye never slum-
bers nor sleeps, nor can the smallest thing escape his notice, not 
even a sparrow's fall; and the very hairs of our heads are all num-
bered. It is his skill which clothes with life and beauty the grass of 
the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven. And 
are not we, the creatures of his hand, "fearfully and wonderfully 
made," and the subjects, too, of his love and care?—"O Lord, thou 
hast searched me and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and 
mine uprising; thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou 
compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all 
my ways; for there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou 
knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and 
laid thine hand upon me. 



"Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if I 
make my bed in the grave, behold thou art there; if I take the wings 
of the morning and dwell in the uttermost part of the sea, even there 
shall thy hand lead me,...even the night shall be light about me. Yea, 
the darkness hideth not from thee, but the night shineth as the day: 
the darkness and the light are both alike to thee."—Psa. 139:1-12. 

Fallen creatures though we be, from the noble estate in which 
we were created, God so loved our race, even while we were yet 
sinners, as to make provision at great cost for our redemption and 
restitution and subsequent eternal glory. And therefore it is,—
because he loves us,—that through Christ he extends to us the gra-
cious favor of coming to him as children to a father. Wonderful is 
the condescension, wonderful the love and favor of our God! 

Yet our God is a God to be revered: he is not one like our-
selves, our equal, into whose presence we may come without that 
ceremony and decorum due to his glorious person and office. (Job 
9:1-35.) The court of heaven has regulations and ceremonies of re-
spect and due deference which must be complied with by every man 
who would gain an audience with the King of kings; and it behooves 
us to inquire what those regulations are before we presume to ad-
dress him. Here the Word of God gives explicit directions. Our Lord 
Jesus, the appointed "days-man" for which Job so earnestly longed 
(Job 9:32,33), said, "No man cometh unto the Father, but by me. I 
am the way." (John 14:6.) Then he gave us an illustration of the 
manner in which we should address him, in what is known as the 
Lord's prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13.) The illustration teaches (1) that we 
(believers in Christ) may consider ourselves as in God's estimation 
reinstated (through faith in Christ) to the original position of sons of 
God, and that we may therefore confidently address him—"Our 
Father." (2) It indicates on our part worshipful adoration of the high 
and holy One, and profound reverence for the glorious character and 
attributes of Our God.—"Hallowed be thy name." (3) It expresses 
full sympathy with his revealed plan for a coming Kingdom of 
righteousness, which will be according to his will.—"Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven." This shows 
the attitude of heart to be toward righteousness, and fully submitted 
to the divine will and purpose, that God may work in it to will and to 
do his good pleasure. (4) It expresses in plain and simple language 
its dependence on God for daily needs, and the confidence of a child 
in the Father for the supply of those needs out of his abundant 
fulness.—"Give us this day our daily bread." (5) It seeks forgiveness 
for trespasses, and recognizes also the obligation thus incurred to 
render the same to those trespassing against us—"And forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors;" and (6) it seeks to be guarded 
against temptations and to be fortified by God's abounding 
grace against all the wiles of the adversary*—"And abandon us not 
to trial, but preserve us from evil." 

Such are the principles which must ever characterize our atti-
tude of mind and heart when we would avail ourselves of the privi-
lege of addressing the throne of heavenly grace. {1}In brief, our 
prayers, to be acceptable to God, must express confident faith, lov-
ing esteem and reverence, full sympathy with the divine plan and 
submission to the divine will, childlike dependence upon God, ac-
knowledgment of sins and shortcomings and desire for forgiveness, 
with a forgiving disposition on our part toward others, and an hum-
ble craving for the divine guidance and protection. These may not 
always all be expressed in words, but such must at least be the atti-
tude of the soul. 

Those who thus come to God are privileged always to have 
their interests considered at the throne of grace, and the welcome we 
shall always find there may be judged of by the cordial invitations to 
come often and tarry long. Well might we hesitate to avail ourselves 
of such privileges were we not thus assured, but having this assur-
ance we may come with confidence to the throne of grace.—Heb. 
4:16; 13:6. 

                                                
* The Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. omit the words, "for thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen." Matt. 6:13. 
{1} Jun. 10 Manna, Luke. 11:1 

The Lord knew how necessary to our spiritual life would be 
this communion with himself. Tempest-tossed and tried, how much 
we need our Father's care and the comfort and consolation which his 
presence and sympathy realized imparts. And have not all the meek 
and contrite in heart the promise not only of the occasional attentive 
hearing, but of the abiding presence of both the Father and the Son, 
our Lord Jesus? Jesus said, "He that hath my commandments and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to 
him. Judas—not Iscariot—saith unto him, Lord, how is it that thou 
wilt manifest thyself unto us and not unto the world? Jesus answered 
and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him."—John 14:21-23. 

The thought which this promise of the abiding presence of the 
Father and Son conveys to our minds is that their thought and care 
and interest will be constantly upon us, and that at any instant we 
may engage the special attention of either or both. The same idea is 
also conveyed by the words of the Apostle Peter (1 Pet. 3:12)—"For 
the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open 
unto their prayers." And we are urged to be "instant in prayer," to 
"pray always, and not to faint," to "pray without ceasing;" for "Like 
as a Father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him; for he knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are dust." 
"As the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward 
them that fear him," and "As far as the east is from the west, so far 
hath he removed our transgressions from us." Yea, "the mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and 
his righteousness unto children's children, to such as keep his cove-
nant and to those that remember his commandments to do them."—
Rom. 12:12; Luke 18:1; 1 Thes. 5:17; Psa. 103:13,14,11,12,17,18. 

We cannot come too often, then, to the throne of the heavenly 
grace, if we are of those who can claim the abiding presence of the 
Father and the Son—if we are of them that love him and keep his 
commandments and who recognize the Lord Jesus as the only way 
of access to the Father. And even "if any man sin"—be overtaken in 
a fault—so that from his outward conduct he might be judged as not 
loving the Lord, yet, if he repent, let him remember that "we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous," who "is the 
propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins," "who also maketh interces-
sion for us." "Who," then, "shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."—1 John 
2:1,2;Rom. 8:33,34. 

Wherefore, the Apostle urges, "Seeing then that we have a 
great High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our profession; for we have not a High Priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us, there-
fore, come with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may ob-
tain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."—Heb. 4:14-16. 

With such urgent and loving invitations let no child of God hes-
itate to come to him often or to tarry long in communion and fellow-
ship with him. It is our privilege to enter into our closets and shut 
the doors and pray to our Father which seeth in secret, who will 
reward us openly. (Matt. 6:6.) And not only so, but he will go with 
us through all the business and hurry and commotion of the day; and 
at any instant in the midst of cares and perplexities we may turn our 
prayerful thoughts to him for wisdom, for strength and Christian 
fortitude, or for comfort and consolation for ourselves or oth-
ers. And though we hear no responding voice, if we are attentive to 
the course of his providence we will shortly see the shaping of 
events and circumstances for our good and the good of others in 
answer to such prayers. Beloved, have we not many a time proved 
this true?—in perplexities, in tribulations, in afflictions, in persecu-
tions, in bereavements, in temptations and trials? 

{2}In coming to God we need have no fear that he is too busy 
with other matters of greater importance, or that he is weary of our 

                                                
{2} Jan. 30 Manna, Luke 18:1 



coming to him repeatedly with things of small importance. It was to 
assure us against this very thing that our Lord spoke the parable of 
the importunate widow, who was heard and answered on account of 
her importunity. In so doing we evince both the earnestness of our 
desires and our faith that our prayers will be answered, if we faint 
not from lack of faith or zeal when the answer is delayed, as often it 
must necessarily be, since time is an important element in all God's 
work. 

All night, until the break of day, Jacob wrestled in prayer, say-
ing, "I will not let thee go, unless thou bless me." Paul thrice be-
sought the Lord until he was assured his grace would be sufficient 
for him. The Lord himself frequently spent whole nights in prayer, 
and he prayed earnestly and with many tears. (Luke 6:12; Matt. 
14:23; Mark 6:46; 1:35; Luke 5:16; Heb. 5:7.)And the Apostle Paul 
says, "In everything, by prayer and supplication [earnest pleading] 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God."—Phil 
4:6. 

The Apostle himself acted on this principle when he urged, in 
his letter to the Romans, that the saints "strive together 
[Greek, agonize] with me in prayers to God for me," that he might 
safely accomplish a certain work which seemed to be of the Spirit's 
leading.—Rom. 15:28-32. 

"In every thing."—That signifies that our heavenly Father is 
deeply interested in everything that relates to us and ours. What 
thing is too small for his notice who numbers even the very hairs of 
our heads? In to-day's household or business cares, then, we may 
have his loving sympathy and helpfulness. Do a mother's counsel 
and a father's wisdom seem inadequate to restrain and guide aright 
the wayward course of impetuous and over-confident youth, they 
may bring their cares and fears to the Lord; and, as the children 
cross the threshold to meet the world's temptations, his wisdom and 
providence may be invoked to so shape their circumstances and 
surroundings as to show them eventually the sure safe way and the 
folly of pursuing any other. 

Do business cares perplex and annoy? remember the Lord's 
caution, "Be not overcharged with the cares of this life," and the 
Apostle's warning, "They that will be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts which drown men in 
destruction and utter ruin; for the love of money is the root of all 
evil, which, while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, 
O man of God, flee these things and follow after righteousness, god-
liness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold on eternal life." And, remembering these things, come to 
the throne of the heavenly grace for wisdom and direction as to how 
you may so adjust your temporal affairs as not to 
be overcharged with the cares of this life. It is right to be charged 
with them to the extent of diligence (Rom. 12:11) and the utilization 
of such diligence in the Lord's service; but it is the overplus, the 
corroding care, that interferes with peace of mind and communion 
with God, that is to be avoided. 

Does poverty pinch and cause anxious thought? take that also 
to the Lord in prayer; and then, while diligently using the means at 
hand, to provide things decent and honest, patiently and confidently 
wait and watch the indications of providence, assured that he who 
feeds the fowl of the air, which neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and who clothes the grass of the field, which to-day is and to-
morrow is cast into the oven, is both able and willing to clothe and 
feed you and yours. 

And so through all the list of earth's trials and cares, its wants 
and its woes, its bereavements and disappointments and calamities 
and distresses, its failures and shortcomings and sins and mistakes, 
we may take them all to the Lord in prayer and receive that strength 
and sympathy and consolation and help we so much need. Let us 
live in the presence of the Father and the Son who have promised to 
abide with us. It will sweeten our days and comfort our nights and 
ease our burdens and lighten our cares and brighten our hopes, and, 
in a word, it will lift us up above the world into a higher and purer 
atmosphere. Such is the will of heaven concerning us: let us appre-
ciate and avail ourselves of the privilege. 

By all the encouragements of precept and example, the Lord 
assures us that the fervent prayer of a righteous man (a justified and 
consecrated child of God) availeth much. (Jas. 5:16.) We are urged 
also to come in faith. Jesus said, "If ye have faith and doubt not,...all 
things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." 
(Matt. 21:22.) As he was addressing his consecrated disciples, it 
must of course be understood that all their petitions would be sub-
jected to divine wisdom, and therefore the answers to their prayers, 
though always sure, might not always be in the way expected, but 
they would always be considered and answered in some way for 
their highest good. 

{3}What a blessed privilege, dear fellow-disciples of the Lord, 
is ours, to be instant in prayer, to pray always—to lift up our hearts 
and minds to God at any time and in any place and to realize thus 
daily and hourly that the Father and our dear Lord Jesus continually 
abide with us. And then, when the active duties of the day have been 
performed under his eye and supervision, or at any time when the 
soul realizes its necessity, how precious is the privilege of entering 
into our closets and there alone with God unburdening our hearts. 

While secret prayer is the blessed privilege of every child of 
God, and one without which his spiritual life cannot be sustained, it 
is also the privilege of Christians to unite their petitions at the throne 
of grace. This united prayer is specially commended by the Lord. 
(Matt. 18:19.) "Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father; for where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them." 

With such promises as these, together with an experience of 
their fulfilment, who can doubt the love and favor of our God and of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? Therefore let us be encouraged to 
pray always and not to faint when the answers seem to tarry long, 
for time is often required to work out the deep designs of an all wise 
and loving Providence. Remember the words of the angel to Dan-
iel. Daniel said, "While I was speaking and praying and confessing 
my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplica-
tion before the Lord my God, for the holy mountain of my God; yea, 
while I was speaking in prayer," the answer came by the hand of an 
angel who said, "O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill 
and understanding. At the beginning of thy supplications the com-
mandment came forth, and I am come to show thee; for thou art 
greatly beloved."—Dan. 9:20-23. 

On another occasion, when Daniel had mourned three weeks, 
fasting and praying, because of his inability to understand, the angel 
of the Lord came and said, "Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day 
that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself 
before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy 
words."—Dan. 10:2,3,10-12. 

Even so shall it ever be with all the beloved of the Lord: at the 
beginning of our supplications God begins to set in operation the 
influences and to shape the circumstances which are designed to 
work out the intended blessing for us—if we faint not, but continue 
instant in prayer, thereby evincing our continued earnestness of 
desire, and if we confess our sins, and set our hearts to understand, 
and chasten ourselves before him. How many prayers are not heard 
or are hindered because the one who asks does not first purify him-
self of evil in his own heart? "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye 
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts;" i.e., you ask 
selfishly and without regard to the will of God. (Jas. 4:3.) But to the 
chastened and sanctified comes the promise—"Before they call 
[reading the desire of the heart even before it finds expression in 
words] I will answer [will begin so to shape events as to bring the 
answer soon or later]; and while they are yet speaking I will hear." 
(Isa. 65:23,24.) While this is in connection with a prophecy relating 
to the Lord's people in the Millennial age, it nevertheless is true of 
all his faithful ones of this age. Praise the Lord for all his loving 
kindness to even the least of his lowly children! 
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R5481 Remember Jacob: “Prayer is not conquering God's reluctance; it is laying hold upon God's willingness.” 




