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If ye endure chastening, God dealeth 

with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the Father chasteneth not? Heb. 12:7  

CHARACTER cannot be developed 
wholly without trial. It is like a plant: at first 
it is very tender; it needs an abundance of 

the sunshine of God's love; frequent water-
ing with the showers of His grace; much 
cultivating through the applied knowledge 
of His character as a good foundation for 
faith and inspiration to obedience; and then 
when thus developed under these favorable 
conditions, it is ready for the pruning hand 

of discipline, and is also able to endure 
some hardness. And, little by little, as 
strength of character is developed, the tests 
applied to it serve only to develop more 
strength, beauty and grace, until it is finally 
fixed, developed, established, perfected --
through suffering. Z.'95-107 R1807:4  

------------------------------ 
 
(Psa 119:67 KJV) “Before I was afflicted I 
went astray: but now have I kept thy word.” 
 
(Heb 12:7 KJV) “If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with sons; for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not?” 
 
R2405 “A son he requires not less careful 
but more careful training than a servant: 
more careful disciplining at the Father's 
hands; for is he not his representative and to 
be his heir?--Heb 3:5,6; 12:7; Rom 8:15,17” 
 
R2760 “Whoever would be received into 
God's family on the high plane of sonship, 
begotten of the spirit, and, prospectively, 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus 
Christ their Lord, would be required to pass 
through experiences of suffering more than 
others; of trials of faith and of patience and 
of character to which others would not be 
subjected; and they were instructed that 
these adversities should be accepted by 
them as marks of divine favor, as evidences 
that God was dealing with them as with 
sons, and by these experiences fitting and 
preparing them for positions of honor, and 
untellable blessings in the future. (Rom. 
8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12; Heb. 12:6-8.) "Eye hath 
not seen, neither hath ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
him; but God hath revealed them unto us by 
his spirit."—1 Cor. 2:9,10. 
 
R5624 “We are not sons of God according 
to the flesh, but according to the spirit. Hav-
ing been begotten of the Spirit, we are sons 
of God according to the New Creation, the 
interests of which are often best served by 
experiences which are not favorable to the 
flesh.” 
 
SM330 “True Christians, the Elect, are 
urged to set their affections on things above 
and not on the things of the earth… These 
can thank God often for earthly adversities, 
and can say with the Apostle, "These light 
afflictions that are but for a moment are 
working out for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory"; and again, with the 
Prophet, "Before I was afflicted I went 
astray." (2Cor 4:17; Psa. 119:67) They have 
afflictions and trials which to others may 
seem wonderfully severe but to these—
because of the grace of God and because 
their affections are set on High—these are 
esteemed to be light afflictions and as only 
momentary, because the Lord’s grace is 
sufficient for them. As the Lord permitted 
Satan to have some power over Job, so He 
has permitted him to put some of His saints 
on the grindstone, and to do for them a 
grand polishing work, as the result of which, 
under the Lord’s supervision of their inter-
ests, they shall sparkle and shine gloriously 
by and by.”  
 
(Psa 119:71 KJV) “It is good for me that I 
have been afflicted; that I might learn thy 
statutes.” 
 

R5879 “TROUBLE NECESSARY TO 
OUR PROVING…  

It is a part of the Divine Plan to permit 
us to have experiences of affliction. (Psalm 
119:67,71,75; 34:19,20)…We are each to 
demonstrate our willingness to suffer ac-
cording to His will, and often to suffer un-
justly. Our Lord set us an example of cheer-
ful, patient submission to God's will. We are 
to walk in His footsteps…  

"All that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution." The Truth will 
cost them something. Faithfulness to the 
Lord will cost them much. As the Apostle 
says, "If ye be without chastisement [disci-
pline, training], then are ye bastards and not 
sons." (Hebrews 2:8.) If God gives peace of 
heart, who can upset the one who is thus in 
harmony with God, in whom this peace of 
heart is ruling? This, then, is the greatest 
blessing of all. And He grants this peace to 
those who are faithfully striving to walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus. We have a Refuge 
which none but His own can know. No 
harm can reach us within this Shelter; no 
storm can shake us from our moorings, for 
we are securely anchored to the Rock of 
Ages. "And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love God, to 
the called according to His Purpose." (Ro-
mans 8:28.) And as Job's after blessings far 
outweighed his brief trials, so it will be with 
the Lord's saints today. 
 
R5147 “THE PHILOSOPHY OF OUR 
DAILY EXPERIENCES "If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not?"--Heb 12:7. 

ALL CHASTENINGS are testings, but 
all chastenings are not necessarily punish-
ments. We should judge of the purpose of 
our experiences by self-examination, that 
we may ascertain whether in our conduct 
there has been something out of harmony 
with the Father's will. In every case our 
experience is a test of our loyalty of heart-- 
as to our willingness to learn the lessons 
which the Lord is seeking to teach us and 
our recognition of the source from which 
they come.  

The trials and difficulties of the conse-
crated child of God are not to be esteemed 
as the results of Divine carelessness or in-
difference in regard to his interests, but 
rather as the outworkings of Divine provi-
dence in his behalf. Those who can see the 
matter from this viewpoint are thus enabled 
to learn some of life's most helpful lessons, 
and are thereby prepared for the glorious 
future which God has arranged for those 
who faithfully carry out their Covenant of 
sacrifice.  

Ordinarily the word chastisement is 
used to signify correction for wrongdoing. 
But in the Bible, it is especially used to 
convey the thought of discipline or instruc-
tion in righteousness. Sometimes we use it 
in this way in the ordinary affairs of life. If 
we sin, we receive punishment indeed. But 
those who are trying to do right are continu-
ally receiving discipline of the Lord. There 

is a purpose in this training, or chastisement. 
The Church is learning how to build charac-
ter pleasing in the Father's sight, to be well 
qualified for particular service; and disci-
pline is the means employed for that instruc-
tion.  

If a man were about to train a dog for 
the circus, he would first choose the right 
kind of animal for that special service. He 
would not think of selecting any chance 
poodle that might come to hand, but would 
find a dog that was capable of being taught. 
In carrying out his course of instruction, he 
might find it necessary to chastise the dog in 
order to teach him some trick. This would 
not mean that the animal was bad, surly or 
vicious, but that there was no other way by 
which he could learn. An animal that was 
being fitted to guard the house would not 
need the same training that was necessary 
for the dog that was to perform in public. 
The watch-dog must know how to guard 
property; but the animal that is to jump 
through hoops, etc., must be trained careful-
ly by those who have in mind his future 
career.  

So with the Church. They need practi-
cal lessons in character-development of a 
very high order, and consequently they are 
receiving experimental knowledge such as 
no other creatures in the universe receive. 
Because they are trying to live righteously, 
trying to please the Heavenly Father, they 
are being chastened for instruction, that they 
may be fully conformed to the Divine will, 
that they may lay aside their own prefer-
ences, that they may not do their own will, 
but that of the Lord.  

Such experiences are not for mankind 
in general. Such experiences were not given 
to Adam. He was required to live merely in 
harmony with his environment and to be 
obedient to the Heavenly Father. Such expe-
riences are not for the angels. They are re-
quired merely to live righteously, to avoid 
sin and to use their bodies in harmony with 
the Divine purposes of their creation. They 
occupy such positions as are natural to 
them. Therefore the angels have never re-
quired chastisements.  
SUFFERING DEVELOPS CHARACTER 

OF A HIGH ORDER 
With those, however, who are to be as-

sociated with the Redeemer and ultimately 
to be exalted to the Divine nature and glory, 
it is necessary that they make special mani-
festations of loyalty, of self-abasement and 
of self-sacrifice. What was true of Christ is 
also true of the Church, which is His Body, 
and which He purchased with His own pre-
cious blood. (Col. 1:24; Acts 20:28.) We are 
called to follow in His footsteps; hence 
every son whom the Father receives is chas-
tised.--Heb. 12:6,7.  

Every child of God will need chas-
tening. If we wander from the paths of 
righteousness, we are chastened to bring us 
back; but even if we did not wander, we 
should still need chastisement, that we 
might learn obedience. Our Lord Himself 
learned obedience by the things which He 
suffered. (Heb. 5:8.) Of St. Paul the Lord 



said, "I will show him how great things he 
must suffer for My name's sake." (Acts 
9:16.) The Apostle was put through disci-
plinary experiences because he was a fa-
vored child of God.  

We revert to our illustration of the dog 
under training for a special purpose. The 
dog must yield himself submissively to his 
teacher. Another dog that was watching the 
process by which the one was being trained 
might think that he was suffering unneces-
sary hardship, and might feel that if it were 
himself, he would assert his rights and not 
suffer so much. But in the end the trained 
animal would prove to be the more valua-
ble, for the one that had escaped the suffer-
ing would remain only a commonplace dog.  

So it is with the Church. There are 
people who say of us, "Those who endeavor 
to do God's will suffer more than do those 
who do not try; we do not care to undertake 
any such experience." These people may 
succeed in having fewer trials in the present 
life, but they will have blessings of a lower 
order in the world to come, when the faith-
ful Church will be glorified with her Lord 
and Head.  

These experiences with trouble are the 
very tests of character necessary for our 
development. The reason why some of the 
consecrated will get into the Great Compa-
ny is that they have not had enough deter-
mination-- enough strength of character. In 
the time of trouble, such will either develop 
that strength by faithfulness under severe 
trial or they will go into the Second Death.  

The Great Company class are loyal in 
heart or they would not be in that class. But 
they are willing to compromise; and be-
cause of this willingness to do so, they 
weaken their character. In order to be over-
comers they must develop this element of 
character at any cost.  

Let us be thankful that we are of those 
who appreciate the privilege of being 
trained in the School of Christ--of suffering 
with Him now and of reigning with Him by 
and by. In this school we are learning valu-
able lessons of experience. Here we receive 
chastisements, many of which are not pun-
ishments for sins, but preparation for the 
work of the next Age. Let us remember that 
unless we are willing to learn these lessons 
and to endure hardness, we shall not be 
prepared to enter into the eternal glory.--
2Tim. 2:3; 1Pet. 5:10.  

All things are ours; for we are Christ's 
and Christ is God's, and God called Christ 

to these glorious experiences. (1Cor. 3:21-
23.) Whoever does not appreciate the spir-
itual joys can hardly be expected to endure 
the present training with patience and thank-
fulness. We must see something of "the 
glory that shall follow" (I Pet. 1:11) in order 
to realize the necessity of the vicissitudes of 
the present trial time.” 

------------ 
(Heb 12:11 KJV) “Now no chastening for 
the present seemeth to be joyous, but griev-
ous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby.” 
 
(Psa 23:4 KJV) “Thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.” 
 
R1721 "Yes, there is comfort in the "rod" 
(of chastisement), as well as in the "staff" 
(of providential care); for both are designed 
for our ultimate profiting… 

Like the Apostle, you can say that "no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, after-
ward, it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness unto them which are exer-
cised thereby." (Heb. 12:11.) In the exercise 
of patience the lessons of experience have 
made you stronger. They have increased 
your faith and drawn you into closer com-
munion and fellowship with the Lord. They 
have made you feel better acquainted with 
and to realize more and more his personal 
interest in you and his care and love for you. 
And this in turn has awakened a deeper 
sense of gratitude and an increasing zeal to 
manifest that gratitude to him.”  
 
R1798 “We all have the treasure of the new 
nature "in earthen vessels," and between the 
new and the old natures there is a constant 
warfare; and only by continued vigilance 
can the new nature keep the old in abey-
ance. In the wearisome life-long struggle we 
often need our Father's chastening hand to 
guide and keep us in the way. "What son is 
he whom the Father chasteneth not?" By 
instruction, discipline, experience, he leads 
us on, and if at heart our disposition is to be 
led of the spirit--to gratefully receive the 
instruction, humbly accept the discipline, 
and meekly profit by the experience, then 
will the Lord have pleasure in leading us on 
from grace to grace and from victory unto 
victory. To merely stand and battle on the 
defensive is very wearisome, and gains no 
victory. To gain the victory we must not 

only put on the armor of God, but we must 
be heroes in the strife, and wage an aggres-
sive warfare upon the lusts of the eye and 
flesh and pride of life and all the foes of 
righteousness and purity. Love--love for the 
Lord, for the Truth and for righteousness--
must inspire us, or we shall never be victors. 
Love alone will keep us faithful even unto 
death, and make us meet for the inheritance 
of the saints in light. Where fervent love 
rules in the heart it implies that the heart is 
fully submitted to the Lord, and that means 
that nine-tenths of the battle is already won. 
But even then, as the Apostle says (Jude 
21), we must keep ourselves in the love of 
God, in watchfulness and prayer and zeal; 
and grace will abound where love abounds.  

In such faithful obedience to the truth, 
and earnest endeavor to conform to its prin-
ciples, the way and the truth grow more and 
more precious, and our willing feet with joy 
are led in the paths of righteousness and 
peace-- into life everlasting 

 
R5319 “All these trials, difficulties, etc., 
rightly borne, are developing character. The 
Lord wants true, loyal characters, estab-
lished in righteousness, and these cannot be 
developed and demonstrated except by just 
such experiences as He gives His people. 

The Apostle well knew the terms and 
conditions of the race in which he had en-
gaged, and that it would be impossible for 
him to win unless he lived up to those con-
ditions. He knew that the closest attention 
and most untiring vigilance would be neces-
sary to reach the goal on time, and during 
the race there would be more or less uncer-
tainty as to who would get the victory--the 
crown of life. In the Olympic and other 
Greek games it was always uncertain as to 
who would receive the much-coveted laurel 
crown.  

The Christian is running a much great-
er race than any earthly course could ever 
exhibit. We know the goal toward which we 
run, and we have a sense of security-- that if 
we run faithfully we shall gain the Prize of 
our High Calling. Ours is not a race merely 
to the strong, and a victory to the swift. It is 
a race in which each one, according to the 
earnestness of his effort, will be rewarded. 
If one runs with all his soul and strength he 
will surely gain the Prize. And never before 
was there such a race! never one so remark-
able! never one so glorious as this race set 
before us!”  

------------------------------ 
R1806 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0) 

PERFECT THROUGH SUFFERING 
"Who, in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save 

him from death, and was heard in that he feared; though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;  
and, being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;  

called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec."--Heb. 5:7-10. 
 
WE take up the examination of this scripture under the follow-

ing five heads:--(1) In the days of his flesh; (2) What he feared, and 
from what he was saved; (3) He was a Son; (4) In what sense he was 
made perfect; and (5) To whom he is the author of eternal salvation.  

These words of the Apostle give us an insight to the experienc-
es of our dear Lord which help us to appreciate the load he bore for 
us in the days of his flesh. We notice particularly this expression--  

"IN THE DAYS OF HIS FLESH," 
because there are some who claim that in our Lord's existence 

there can be no distinction between days when he was in the flesh, 
and days when he was no longer in the flesh; for, say they, his resur-
rection life is his humanity, his flesh, glorified. Others there are who 
claim that he had no existence prior to his human life. But the re-
verse of both these ideas is not only implied in this statement of the 
Apostle, but is also definitely expressed in other scriptures, e.g., 

"Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same;" he "was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us;" "Though he was rich, for our sakes he became 
poor." Then he said, "My flesh I will give for the life of the world." 
(See Heb. 2:14; John 1:14; 2 Cor. 8:9; John 6:51.) Yes, his human 
body was the body of his humiliation, the "body prepared" for sacri-
fice (Heb. 10:4,5), and which was sacrificed; and which, being sacri-
ficed, was never taken back: it was given as the price of our redemp-
tion. Therefore he no longer lives the life in the flesh, the human 
life, but, having sacrificed that, he is now highly exalted and ever 
liveth as our divine high priest. "Yea, though we have known Christ 
after the flesh, yet now, henceforth, know we him [so] no more."--2 
Cor. 5:16.  

His humiliation, therefore, was not an eternal humiliation, but 
was followed by a glorious exaltation, even to the divine nature and 



to the glorious body which belongs to that nature--"the express im-
age of the Father's person" (Heb. 1:3), who dwelleth in light which 
no man can approach unto, but which Christ's faithful followers may 
one day see; for it is written that "we shall be like him, and see him 
as he is"--not as he was. For this he prayed while he was yet in the 
flesh, saying, "Father, I will that those whom thou hast given me 
shall be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory."--John 
17:24.  

And yet, though changed, our Lord is the very same Jesus; for, 
says the Apostle, "He that descended [into the grave] is the same 
also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things." (Eph. 4:10.) The change of nature from the human to the 
divine no more destroyed his identity in this case than did his 
change from the spiritual to the human nature at his incarnation. Of 
himself he said after his resurrection, "I am he that liveth and was 
dead, and behold I am alive forevermore." --Rev. 1:4,18.  

It is with grateful hearts that we accept the statements of Scrip-
ture that the Son of God was indeed made flesh; and we thank God 
also that his days in the flesh were numbered and few. With him, as 
with us, they were "few days and full of trouble." Especially after 
his consecration to the work of sacrifice, they were days of afflic-
tion, sorrow, disappointment and trouble, days that led him often to 
the throne of the heavenly grace to find help in time of need. It was 
our Lord's custom, therefore, often to seek the place of prayer after 
the busy days of service were ended. The mountains and the deserts 
were his closets, and not infrequently he spent the whole night in 
prayer.  

It was from these seasons of secret communion with God that 
he drew spiritual strength, consolation and comfort. They were sea-
sons of precious communion when he could open up his heart to the 
Father as to no one else; when he could tell him all his sorrows and 
burdens and fears; and when the Father manifested himself to him in 
tokens of loving approval and sustaining grace.  

WHAT HE FEARED, AND FROM WHAT HE WAS SAVED 
What, says some one, in surprise, did our Lord have any fears? 

Yes, the above words of the Apostle indicate the great mental con-
flict through which the Lord passed on our behalf "in the days of his 
flesh." This conflict began in the temptations of the wilderness, im-
mediately following his baptism, and reached its culminating point 
in the garden of Gethsemane, where, probably as never before, "he 
offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears 
unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that 
he feared."  

That which the Lord feared was not that the love or the promis-
es of God would fail. He knew that "without faith it is impossible to 
please God," that God is a covenant-keeping God, and that all his 
conduct and dealings are founded on the eternal principles of truth 
and righteousness, from which to vary in the least iota would be a 
moral impossibility. But he knew, too, that the plan of human salva-
tion was all made dependent upon the obedience of the anointed 
high priest to every jot and tittle of the law concerning him, as 
shown in the typical service of the tabernacle.* Not only must the 
sacrifice be made, but it must be made and offered exactly as pre-
scribed. If the typical high priest, Aaron, had at any time failed to 
conform to the directions given for the offering (See Lev. 9:16), if 
he had forgotten or ignored any part of the directions, or if he had 
substituted some feature of his own ideas, he would not have been 
allowed to sprinkle the blood of such imperfect sacrifice upon the 
mercy-seat; his offering would not have been accepted: he would 
have died, and could never have come out and blessed the people.--
Lev. 16:2,3.  

Thus we see that in undertaking the great work of redemption, 
the high priest not only bore in himself the issues of life and death 
for the whole human race, but for himself as well. Figuratively 
speaking, he took his own life also in his hands. No wonder, then, if, 
under the weight of his responsibility, the Lord feared. The tension 
of the great trials to which he was subjected was too great for even 
the perfect human nature unaided by divine grace. And therefore it 
was that he so often sought the place of prayer. Consider the great 
fight of afflictions through which he passed--the subtle and decep-
tive temptations in the wilderness,+ the contradictions of sinners 
against himself, and the base ingratitude of those he came to save: 
consider also his poverty, his loss of friends, his labors and weari-
ness, and homelessness, his bitter and relentless persecutions, and 
finally his betrayal and dying agony. Surely the tests of endurance 
and of obedience to the exact requirements of the law of sacrifice 
under these circumstances were most crucial tests. What carefulness 
it wrought in the Lord; for he feared, lest the promise having been 

 
* See TABERNACLE SHADOWS, page 78 
+ See our issue of Aug. 1, '94. 

left him of entering into the rest that remaineth and the glory to fol-
low the day of atonement, he should come short of the full require-
ments of his office as a priest to render acceptable sacrifice. So also, 
says the Apostle (Heb. 4:1), should we fear lest a promise being left 
us of entering into his rest, any of us should come short of it.  

When the Lord came to the last night of his earthly life, then it 
was that the questions came to his mind with increased force, Have I 
thus far done everything in exact accordance with the will of God? 
and now, in full view of the agony it will cost, am I able to drink the 
bitter cup to its very dregs? Can I endure, not only the physical ago-
ny, but also the ignominy and shame and cruel mockings? and can I 
do it all so perfectly as to be entirely acceptable with God in my 
own righteousness? Can I endure to see my disciples scattered and 
dismayed and my life-work apparently destroyed, my name and the 
cause of God covered with infamy, and my enemies triumphant and 
boastful?  

Such was our Lord's last conflict. Doubtless the powers of 
darkness were busy in that awful hour, taking advantage of the cir-
cumstances and of his weakness and weariness to discourage his 
hope and to fill his mind with fears that after all he should fail, or 
had failed to do the work acceptably, and that a resurrection there-
fore was by no means certain. No wonder that even the perfect hu-
man heart sank before such considerations, and that an agony of 
emotion brought great drops of bloody sweat. But did he yield to the 
discouragement and give up the struggle when the crucial test was 
thus upon him? No; he took these human fears to his Heavenly Fa-
ther, "to him who was able to deliver him out of death," in order that 
his human will might be reinforced by divine grace to go forward 
and complete his sacrifice acceptably to God--to freely submit to be 
led away as a lamb to the slaughter, and, as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so to open not his mouth in self-defence.--Isa. 
53:7.  

And his prayers to the Father were not in vain: "he was heard in 
that he feared." Though his words were few because no words could 
express the emotions of his soul, his chastened spirit was all the 
while making intercession for him with groanings that could not be 
uttered. (Rom. 8:26.) And God sent an angel to comfort and minister 
unto him; to assure him still of the divine favor, and thus to give him 
fresh courage, strength of mind and steadiness of nerve to endure all 
that was before him, even unto death. With this assistance of divine 
grace our dear Lord went forward from that moment with undaunted 
courage to finish the work that was given him to do. Calmly he 
could come now and say to his beloved, but weary and bewildered, 
disciples, "Sleep on now, and take your rest." The bitterness of the 
mental conflict was now over, and the light of heaven shining into 
his soul had chased away the deep gloom that had hung over him 
like a funeral pall, making him exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death. Yes, "he was heard in that he feared," the fear was all taken 
away, and, strong in the strength which God supplied, he felt that he 
was able to offer the acceptable sacrifice, to meet every jot and tittle 
of the requirement of the law in doing it, and hence that his salvation 
out of death, his resurrection, was sure.  

This fear on the Lord's part was not a sinful fear: it was a fear 
such as we also who are striving to walk in his footsteps are told to 
have, lest we fail to realize the precious promises vouchsafed to us 
upon conditions that are positive and unalterable. (Heb. 4:1.) It was 
a fear begotten, not of doubt of the Father's ability and willingness to 
fulfil all his promises, but of a knowledge of the righteous principles 
which must in every case govern the Father's course of action, of the 
inflexible law which righteously affixed the reward of eternal life 
and glory to his fulfilling of his covenant of sacrifice, while at the 
same time he began to realize that of himself as a human being, 
though perfect, his heart and flesh would fail unless reinforced by 
divine grace. The Psalmist expressed this fear of the Lord, and the 
source from which his help came, when he said, "My flesh and my 
heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever." (Psa. 73:26.) It was a filial fear, a fear entirely compatible 
with his relationship to God as a recognized Son; for  

THOUGH HE WERE A SON 
yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered. His 

continual recognition by Jehovah as a Son was a guarantee of his 
perfection, and to sin at any time would have been to forfeit that 
relationship. On the same principle, we, the Church, are recognized 
as sons of God, because we have the righteousness of Christ imput-
ed to us by faith.  

And yet, though he was a recognized Son, and hence perfect, 
without sin, the Apostle speaks of him as being made perfect--as 
being perfected in some sense through a process of experience--of 
experience of humiliation and suffering. In what sense, then, we 
inquire, was he perfected? The answer is implied in the words of the 
text--"Yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 



and, being made perfect [in this lesson], he became," etc. Although 
he was a recognized Son of God in whom the Father was always 
well pleased, and one who had never disappointed in the slightest 
degree the fondest hopes of that righteous Father; although he had 
always recognized the Father as the source of his being, and the 
fountain of all wisdom, goodness and grace, and as that superior 
Being to whom he owed the deepest gratitude for life and all its 
manifold blessings, in whom also dwelt all wisdom and honor and 
glory and power, and whose perfect will was therefore the supreme 
law, the expression of the most perfect righteousness and truth, the 
profoundest wisdom and the deepest love and grace; to whom, there-
fore, was due the most loyal and loving obedience at all times and 
under all circumstances; and although he was a Son who had always 
recognized and delighted to do the Father's will; yet he was not 
counted perfect in the sense of that established and demonstrated 
character which was the necessary requirement for the priestly office 
to which he was called. For this office he must be proved beyond all 
peradventure by the severest tests, and that before many witnesses, 
in order that all might know the strong foundation upon which they 
could build their hopes. It was for this purpose that his sense of loy-
alty was put to the severe test which it met in Gethsemane. Possibly 
even our Lord himself did not realize the strength of his righteous 
character until brought face to face with this last trial. There he was 
tried and proved to the uttermost, and under the fiery ordeal his 
character, always perfect to the full measure of its testing, gained by 
divine grace its glorious perfection of completeness.  

Thus, through suffering, he learned obedience to the perfect 
will of God down to the lowest depths of self-abnegation; and God 
permitted it so to be, because such proving was necessary, both for 
the development and manifestation of that perfection of character 
which would be worthy of the high exaltation to which he was 
called.  

It should ever be borne in mind that perfection of being and 
perfection of character are two different things. Perfection of being 
is the work of God, while perfection of character is the work of the 
intelligent creature, wrought out in obedience to divine law and 
under the divine direction and supervision. Adam was a perfect be-
ing, innocent, free and glorious in his pristine beauty; but in the 
work of character-building he soon failed, and hence lost his perfec-
tion. {1}Character cannot be developed wholly without trial. It is like 
a plant: at first it is very tender; it needs an abundance of the sun-
shine of God's love; frequent watering with the showers of his grace; 
much cultivating through the applied knowledge of his character as 
a good foundation for faith and inspiration to obedience; and then, 
when thus developed under these favorable conditions, it is ready for 
the pruning hand of discipline, and is also able to endure some hard-
ness. And, little by little, as strength of character is developed, the 
tests applied to it serve only to develop more strength, beauty and 
grace until it is finally fixed, developed, established, perfected--
through suffering.  

In the case of our Lord, this valuable plant of character, perfect 
in its infancy, maintained its perfection through all the tests applied 
to it, until it was finally made perfect in completeness, being estab-
lished, strengthened, settled. This brings us to the last topic of our 
text, viz.,--  

TO WHOM IS CHRIST THE AUTHOR OF  
ETERNAL SALVATION? 

"And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal sal-
vation unto all them that obey him; called of God an high priest after 
the order of Melchisedec."  

There is much food for thought in this introductory phrase, 
"And being made perfect,"--and that, too, as previously shown, 
through the painful discipline of suffering. Being thus made perfect, 
he is now a suitable one to fill the office of a high priest, a mediator 
between God and men. This office, it is declared, he will fill on 
behalf of all men who obey him. The disobedient and wilful, who do 
not love the right ways of the Lord, and who have no desire to walk 
in them, will receive none of the benefit of his mediation; but to 
those who do obey him he will be "a merciful and faithful high 
priest;...for in that he himself hath suffered, being tempted, he is 
able to succor [to assist, comfort, relieve] them that are tempted.  

Ah, that was why he was first made perfect through suffering. 
The heavenly Father knew through what suffering, ignominy, shame 
and sorrow his beloved followers all through the Gospel age must 
pass. His omniscient eye foresaw the fagot, the torch, the rack, and 
the thousand refinements of cruelty with which Satanic ingenuity 
would fight the Church on her journey through this wilderness to the 
promised land. He foreknew how the fiery darts of the wicked, even 

 
{1} Jan. 20 Manna, Heb 12:7 

bitter words, would wound them (Psa. 64:2,3), and therefore "It 
became him [Jehovah]...to make the Captain of their salvation per-
fect through sufferings." (Heb. 2:10.) He was tempted in all points 
like as we are, yet without sin, so that we might know that we have a 
high priest who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
and so come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:15,16.) Ah, 
how carefully and wisely our heavenly Father foresaw and consid-
ered the interests of all his people! Through these glimpses of his 
character and dealings we can see how true were our Lord's words to 
his disciples, --"The Father himself loveth you."  

But, aside from the process of perfecting for the office of 
priesthood,--through suffering,--there is the fact of the perfection of 
our High Priest, to be considered for our comfort, satisfaction and 
consolation. He is one who, though when surrounded by sin and 
tempted in all points to sin, yet "knew no sin; neither was guile 
found in his mouth." He was "holy, harmless, undefiled and separate 
from sinners," yet acquainted with our griefs and bearing our sor-
rows. Through bitter experiences he was perfected as our High 
Priest--to mediate for us (1), by presenting to God an acceptable 
sacrifice which made our salvation a legal possibility; (2), by under-
taking to cleanse, purge and purify us until we also can stand ap-
proved of God and blameless --a glorious Church, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing.  

The absolute perfection, both personal and official, of our great 
High Priest, and the fact that he was ordained of God for this office, 
is the strongest possible demand and incentive for the Church's obe-
dience to him, just as the heavenly Father's perfection and office 
were the all-sufficient reasons to our Lord for his obedience to the 
Father. God has not set over us a novice, nor one actuated by self-
ishness, nor by any ignoble motive; but he has made us a great High 
Priest whose every command is wise and good and in love calculat-
ed to lead us on from grace to grace until we also, like him, shall be 
established, strengthened, settled.  

The discipline through which he leads to this glorious end must 
of necessity be, in some measure at least, such as he himself experi-
enced, a discipline of suffering. And since the Church is called, not 
only to perfection in righteousness, but also to share with Christ in 
the priestly office as members of his body, it is theirs also to follow 
him in the pathway of humiliation and sacrifice, even unto death. To 
obey him now, in this age, signifies all of this; for this is the will of 
God and the will of Christ, even our sanctification. --1 Thes. 4:3.  

In submitting ourselves fully to this great High Priest, the 
Church has the fullest assurance of his love, of his perfect integrity 
of character and purpose, of his superior wisdom and grace, and that 
in all things he is actuated by the purest and loftiest principles of 
virtue, love and benevolence. Never once has he been swayed from 
the most exact line of perfection, though assailed by the fiercest 
temptations. Every exhibition and testimony of his character inspires 
the fullest confidence, so that obedience to him signifies progress 
toward perfection at every step of the way. And to those who follow 
in this way he is the author of eternal salvation. Praise God for such 
a High Priest!-- glorious in his perfection and glorious in his office, 
one touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but himself having 
no infirmities, no shortcomings, no sins. If he were an imperfect 
human being with only some superior qualifications, but liable like 
ourselves to err, to fail in judgment, or to be moved by selfishness or 
inferior considerations of policy, or who with a beam in his own eye 
would seek to extract the mote from ours, well might we fear to 
commit ourselves to his direction, and wonder why the Almighty 
gave us such a high priest. But our High Priest is not so. His perfec-
tion is testified by Jehovah himself, and his great love for us has 
been manifested in a thousand ways, chiefly in that he gave himself 
for us.  

Previous to his incarnation the evidences of our Lord's loyalty 
to the will of God--which always was the law of righteousness--
were the acts of delightful service in cooperation with God in the 
works of creation and in things pertaining thereto. The humbling to 
human conditions was a step down from that exalted service, yet 
cheerfully and gladly undertaken. Then followed the trials of his 
earthly life; and last of all came the severe test of Gethsemane and 
Calvary. Here was a test of his fidelity to God which would cost him 
all that he had. Beyond this he could hope for nothing, save by the 
mercy and love of God, to whose wisdom, love and power he com-
mended his spirit. (Luke 23:46.) It was indeed a crucial test, and 
though at the time he evidently could not see the necessity for every 
feature of it (Matt. 26:39,42,44), he nevertheless knew that the love 
of God was too great to allow a needless pain to afflict his beloved 
Son, and therefore he trusted him where he could not at the time 
trace his inscrutable ways.  

------------------------------ 


