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Freely ye have received, freely give.
Matthew 10:8

LET us be on the alert to give to all
who are hungering and thirsting the blessed
food which has so greatly refreshed and
strengthened us. If they do not get it they
will faint by the way as they go looking for

R449 “When the glorious import of the
Good News comes to be understood and
fully comprehended, and we accept of the
conditions of the "high calling," and receive
the "adoption of sons," we then begin our
everlasting, blessed and eternal employ-
ment of giving. ” -- J.C. Sunderlin

(Mat 10:5-8 KJV) “These twelve Jesus sent
forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not
into the way of the Gentiles, and into any
city of the Samaritans enter ye not: (6) But
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. (7) And as ye go, preach, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is at hand. (8) Heal the
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast
out devils: freely ye have received, freely

give.”

R2261 "FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED,
FREELY GIVE... MATT. 10:2-15.

The Lord selected his disciples from
time to time during the earlier part of his
ministry, but it was not until they had re-
ceived considerable instruction from him
that they were recognized in their office of
apostles, and fully empowered for their
special work. They had freely received of
the Lord the good tidings of great joy that
he was the Messiah, and that the time for
the establishment of the Kingdom was at
hand; and now they were to give this mes-
sage to all those who were in the condition
to hear it.”

(Rev 21:14 KJV) “And the wall of the city
had twelve foundations, and in them the
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”

R1523 “THE TWELVE APOSTLES...
"Jesus answered them, Have not | chosen
you twelve?"--John 6:70...

The twelve were marked as a distinct
and separate class among the Lord's disci-
ples.... Evidently they were to bear witness
to all they knew, and to all they learned
under the special guidance of the holy Spir-
it...

The apostles were not only to bear his-
toric testimony of Christ, but they were also
specially prepared and empowered, through
the influences of the holy Spirit, both to
discern and teach the deep things of God,
which they did as wise and faithful stewards
of the blessings intrusted to them for the
good and edification and building up of the
whole Church. "Freely ye have received,
freely give,” said the Master; and they were
careful to obey the injunction, and through
them the same blessings have come down to
us--even "to the uttermost part of the
earth."...

In recognizing this priority of the apos-
tles we are not underrating or casting any
discredit upon the ministry of the other
helps and helpers which the Lord provided
for the edification of the Church. Thus, for
instance, the testimonies of the "evangelists"
Mark and Luke and Stephen are as trustwor-
thy as those of the apostles; for they all had

other provisions. We have the very thing
which all of the household of faith need;
without it they cannot maintain their stand-
ing, they cannot press on, they shall surely
become discouraged....Whatever we may
have of financial means for sending forth
the bread of life to others, or whatever we
may have of knowledge of the Truth, is

"the same mind and spoke the same things."
And to such faithful witnesses whom the
Lord has raised up from time to time all
through the Gospel age, we find the apostles
committing their charge ere they were called
to rest.--2 Tim. 4:1-6.

Thus, when the noble apostle to the
Gentiles was about to finish his course, we
find him committing the interests of the
work to the "elders" of the Church (the
faithful advanced and active ones); and his
charge applied not only to such persons
then living, but down even to our day...
"Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves and
to all the flock over which the holy Spirit
hath made you overseers, to feed the Church
of God, which he [Christ] hath purchased
with his own blood; for | know that after my
departure shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of
your own selves shall [ambitious] men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them....And now brethren, 1
commend you to God, and to the word of
his grace, which is able to build you up and
to give you an inheritance among all them
which are sanctified....l have showed you all
things how that so laboring ye ought to
support the weak, and to remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'lt is
more blessed to give than to receive."--Acts
20:17,28-35.

And Peter likewise exhorts the "el-
ders,"” saying, "Feed the flock of God which
is among you, taking the oversight thereof,
not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Neither as
being lords of God's heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock."--1 Pet. 5:1-3.

But in judging of such teachers whom
we have reason to believe the holy Spirit
has appointed in the Church, it is our duty
always to see that their teachings are the
same as those of the Lord and the apos-
tles... (John 16:12; Eph. 3:5.”

R4458 "TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES
AND THE FLOCK"-- ACTS 20:2-38...

The same principles are still at work.
The same warning still needs to be heeded.
Indeed, the Scriptures in general imply that
the severest experiences along these same
lines are due to come upon the Church in
"the evil day" with which this Gospel dis-
pensation will close...

DIVINE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED

The exhortation closed thus, "And
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and
to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified."...

Let us lay this well to heart: neglect of
God's Word of grace, neglect of his promis-
es means a deficiency of strength to bear the
trial which is our portion. It means also the
opening of the door for Satan to put light
for darkness and darkness for light for our
confusion. It means that those who will not
give strict heed in following might be una-
ble to distinguish between the bleating of

neither to be selfishly hoarded nor selfishly
partaken of by ourselves. It is to be conse-
crated to the Lord, and out of that consecra-
tion the Lord will bring blessing to others
and increased blessings upon our own heads
and hearts. Z. '04-78 R3333:6-3334:1

the sheep and "the midnight howl" of the
wolf; might be unable to distinguish be-
tween those who are holding fast and blow-
ing on the trumpets of the Lord's Word and
those who are seeking to cause divisions
amongst the sheep and speaking perverse
things--misrepresenting facts, that they
might divide the flock and draw some after
themselves. ..

Those who do not appreciate the "meat
in due season" and the special provisions of
this Harvest time--these will not be pre-
pared; these will quite likely be deceived by
those who endeavor to deceive them and
draw them aside to themselves.

AS AN EXAMPLE TO
THE FLOCK...

St. Paul had already pointed out that
the lesson of the law was that the ox that
threshed the corn should be allowed to have
a share of it for his nourishment; and that
similarly those who minister to the Church
in spiritual things legally, justly, should
have a share in the temporal blessings of
those whom they serve... If he had served
the Church spiritual things of immeasurably
more value to them than earthly things, it
would be a small thing indeed for the
Church to minister to his temporal needs...
It would be to their advantage to see these
matters in their proper light and to act ac-
cordingly. But if they did not see their privi-
leges in serving him and other ministers of
the Truth in temporal matters, he perceived
that this offered him a still larger opportuni-
ty for self-sacrifice, self-denial in the service
of the Truth. Their neglect he did not resent,
saying, You have refused me temporal ne-
cessities, | will refuse you spiritual com-
forts. On the contrary, his reasoning was
this: These dear sheep need the spiritual
blessings and | am so glad that | am privi-
leged by the Lord to be his servant in dis-
pensing them. The more it may cost me in
the way of self-sacrifice, self-denial, the
more it will evidence to the Lord my love
for him, for his Truth, for his flock, and the
more | will have of the Great Shepherd's
favor, because | will be more like the great
Redeemer, who bought the sheep by the
sacrifice of himself.

On these lines the Apostle proceeds to
call attention to his course--not boastingly,
but for their advantage, that they might be
the better able to discern what would be the
proper character of an under-shepherd of
the Lord. He says, "I have coveted no man's
silver or gold or apparel.” He was not serv-
ing them for the accumulation of wealth,
nor to secure the comforts of the present
life. He coveted their hearts. He coveted the
pleasure of bringing them into relationship
with the great Head of the Church as mem-
bers of his Body...

He continues, "Yea, ye yourselves
know, that these hands have ministered unto
my necessities, and to them that were with
me." Apparently some of those who were of
St. Paul's company had no trade or could
find no profitable employment, while the



Apostle's trade of sail-making, tent-making,
was apparently a lucrative one, furnishing
employment in the various seacoast cities
visited. Apparently the others were largely
dependent upon this leader for things tem-
poral, as well as things spiritual. He had
never complained. He did not now com-
plain. He merely drew their attention to the
proper course which he believed he had
followed, which he believed was pleasing in
the sight of the Lord. He commended to
them a similar spirit of love for the Lord and
love for the flock and love for the Truth--to
the self-sacrificing degree. Thus they might
be faithful stewards of God's mercy, faithful
overseers of his flock. His own form of
stating the message is summed up thus, "I
have showed you an example, how that so
laboring ye ought to support the weak, and
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
how he said, It is more blessed to give than
to receive."

R5935 JOURNEYING TOWARD JERU-
SALEM... ACTS 20:16-27... "I commend
you to God and to the Word of His
grace."—Verse 32...

Verses 33 and 34 are a noble testimo-
ny. The Apostle had used his trade as a tent-
maker not only for his own support, but for
the financial assistance of those associated
with him in the Gospel work. Praise God for
so noble an example of devotion!... The
illustration of a full devotion which his life
affords does us all great good; for we re-
member that he had like passions with our-
selves, as he himself declared. He was im-
perfect, and was obliged to keep his body
under—in subjection to his new mind, the
will of God in Christ.—1 Cor.9:24-27.

In Verse 35 he reveals the secret of his
success as a servant of the Lord. He con-
stantly remembered and put into practice the
Master's words. The art of GIVING HIM-
SELF is one of the secrets of a happy Chris-
tian life.”

R4526 “ST. PAUL ON THE GRACE OF
GIVING...Il COR. 8:1-15...Golden Text:
"Remember the words of the Lord Jesus... It
is more blessed to give than to receive."
Acts 20:35

The Bible is singularly free from
monetary solicitations from first to last. The
prophets were poor. The Savior himself had
not where to lay his head and his followers
were noted as being "of the common people
who heard him gladly,” and “chiefly the
poor of this world." And yet we know of no
solicitations for money, either for personal
use or for building churches. The Scripture
we consider today may be said to be the
only appeal for money recorded in the Bi-
ble, and it was for the poor at Jerusalem,
sorely pressed by the famine in the time of
the Roman Emperor Claudius. (Acts
11:28.) If the pages of the Bible abounded
with accounts of our Lord's and the
Apostles' begging and "sponging," their
lives and their words would have far less
influence with us.

The fact that their faith and their
preaching did not bring them wealth, but
cost them much in self-sacrifice, is a con-
vincing proof to us of their sincerity, their
honesty—that they believed what they pro-
claimed... In espousing an unpopular cause
they became objects of hatred and derision
and were boycotted socially and every-
way...

"MORE BLESSED TO GIVE"...

Paul had proven the Truth of Jesus'
words, "It is more blessed to give than to
receive." He was happy, "joyful in tribula-
tion," giving constantly for the good of
others from his store of grace and Truth.”

F341 “The avoidance of collections and all
financial questions in the assemblies of the
Church is not to discourage giving. So far as
our observation goes, those who give to the
Lord most abundantly, most heartily, most
cheerfully, are the most blessed of him in
spiritual matters. It will be observed that we
are not limiting this expression, "The Lord
loveth a cheerful giver,” to monetary gifts...
Whenever the question has been presented
to us--Should I best pursue such a course of
business, and thus be enabled to give large-
ly...? or should | better be content with less
ability and service in this direction, by tak-
ing another course which would enable me
to-give more of my time and personality to
the interests of the Truth and its promulga-
tion amongst friends and neighbors, etc.?--
our answer universally has been that we
should consider that our time and influence
given to the service of the Truth are still
more appreciated in the Lord's sight than
gifts of money.

Hence, if one found himself possessed
of a talent for presenting the Truth, and also
a talent for legitimate money-making, our
advice would be that he should preferably
exercise the money-getting talent to a lim-
ited degree only, so as to give as much time
and attention and energy as possible to the
exercise of his still higher talent of minister-
ing the Truth.”

R5926 “THE GRACE OF GIVING...
2 Corinthians 9... "In all things | gave you
an example, that so laboring ye ought to
help the weak, and to remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, It is
more blessed to give than to receive."--Acts
20:35.R.V.

Christian benevolence -- almsgiving --
is the lesson inculcated in today's Study.
The general disposition of the fallen nature
is to give adherence or support to the strong
and to expect weaker ones to rally around
and uphold us. This is self-pleasing--the
way of the fallen nature. But the method of
the New Creature in Christ is to be the re-
verse of this. He is to be on the lookout for
the welfare, the interests and the comforts of
others, especially of those in his own family
and of the weaker members of the House-
hold of Faith. The stronger of the brethren
in Christ should take pleasure in helping the
weaker and the less able, and so far as pos-
sible in bringing all up to the stature of
manhood in Christ...

LIBERALITY AN INDEX OF LOVE

We notice, therefore, that the Apostle
felt very free to recommend to the Church
the grace of giving and even to press upon
them the fact that their liberality, in propor-
tion to their ability, would in a large degree
be an index of their love for the Lord and
for the Gospel. But here we note, in con-
trast, the fact that the Apostle did not ask
alms of these believers when first they re-
ceived the Lord's grace, lest they should in
any degree get the impression that the Gos-
pel was being preached from mercenary
motives--for filthy lucre's sake. Accordingly
we find that rather than mention money the
Apostle preached to these very same Corin-

thians for more than a year without even a
suggestion as to remuneration; that rather
than be chargeable to any, he labored with
his own hands at his trade of tent-making.--
2 Corinthians 11:7-9.

Let us also note the change which the
full appreciation of the Gospel wrought
upon the believers at Corinth. At first they
were so negligent of their privilege that
seemingly they never even thought of vol-
unteering financial assistance to the Apostle
while he was serving them by the labor of
his own hands and receiving some assis-
tance from believers in other places. But
after the grace of God had entered more
fully into their hearts, they began to appre-
ciate the value of the Truth which they had
received and to realize that it had brought
them priceless blessings of hope, joy, faith
and character. Then they had a zeal, a "for-
wardness,” to do something financially in
the Lord's service.

And now that the Apostle was absent
from them, and after his course had proved
to them that he sought not their money but
themselves, to do them good, he felt free to
draw their attention to the great blessing
which would result from liberality in the
Lord's Cause in proportion to their ability
and love. To impress this matter, he gave
them a parable, saying, "He that soweth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he
that soweth bountifully shall reap bountiful-
ly." This reminds us of the proverb, "There
is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and
there is that withholdeth more than is prop-
er, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul
shall be made fat; and he that watereth shall
be watered also himself." (Proverbs
11:24,25.) The evident lesson is that the
Lord is pleased to see His people cultivate
breadth of heart as well as of mind-- gener-
osity in proportion to their knowledge of
Him and of His generosity.

OUR LORD'S ESTIMATE OF
OUR GIFTS...

He esteems them not according to the
amount given, but chiefly according to the
spirit which prompts the gift --when He
drew attention to the poor widow who cast
two mites into the Temple treasury. (Luke
21:1-4.) From the standpoint of His estima-
tion, that poor widow had cast in a larger
sum than had any of the wealthy who had
given merely out of their abundance, and
not to such an extent that they felt it. How
many of the Lord's people would be more
"fat" spiritually today, if they would give
attention to the exercise of this talent, this
opportunity for service, we cannot say. The
Lord alone knows. But today's Study makes
it incumbent upon us to point out a privi-
lege in this direction which is within the
reach of the very poorest of the Lord's peo-
ple.

A THANK-OFFERING
TO THE LORD

Seldom is it necessary to caution peo-
ple against over-much giving. Yet in some
instances such caution is proper; and in
some instances in Scripture giving has been
restrained. No one should give to the extent
of causing privation to those dependent
upon him. Nor should any one give to such
extent as to bring upon himself financial
bankruptcy and cause losses to others. The
Apostolic rule for giving we have already
quoted. The "laying by on the first day of
the week" should be general-- "according as
the Lord hath prospered him." The degree of



our prosperity should be the measure of our
charity. Upon this, as upon every subject,
the Scriptures inculcate the spirit of a sound
mind.

"The Lord loveth a cheerful giver."
Gifts bestowed in any other than a cheerful
spirit might just as well not be given; for
they will bring no blessing. The Lord does

not appreciate such giving. In His estima-
tion it has no "sweet odor." To be appreciat-
ed of the Lord, the gift must be a thank-
offering, prompted by a realization of our
debt of everlasting gratitude to Him from
whom cometh every good and every perfect
gift. And to such, the Apostle assures us,
"God is able to make all grace abound."”

R3332 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)

"GIVE YE THEM TO EAT"
--MATT. 14:13-23.--MARCH 20.--

Whoever gives anything in the Divine ser-
vice--time, talent, strength, money or influ-
ence--will find himself proportionately
abounding in the different graces; for such
are in the right attitude of heart to grow in
grace.”

Golden Text:--"Jesus said unto them,l am the Bread of Life."--John 6:35.

ON hearing of the death of John the Baptist, Jesus crossed the
Lake of Galilee,--out of the dominion of Herod. Possibly his thought
was that his ministry was not yet concluded, and that Herod, having
shown such boldness against John, might seek to interfere with his
labors and the completion of his ministry. Or possibly he feared that
a rebellious spirit might be aroused amongst the people--and his
teachings would seem to foster this. An intimation of the kind is
given in the fact that after the miracle the people sought to make
Jesus king. To have encouraged any such matter would be to have
opposed what he recognized to be the divine arrangement.

Possibly, as some of the epistles seem to intimate, Jesus sought
privacy with his apostles that he might contemplate the character of
the work he was to do. Evidence of his growing popularity at this
time is given in the fact that so large a multitude went afoot for
many miles around the shore of the lake that they might be with him
and hear his precious words of life--parables, etc., respecting the
Kingdom which he proposed to establish, and in which all his apos-
tles and all his faithful were to share.

INSTANT IN SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON

When Jesus saw the multitude his heart was filled with com-
passion, and he could not withhold himself from them. In season
and out of season, so far as his convenience was concerned, he must
work the works of God, lay down his life inch by inch, hour by
hour. We read that "he had compassion on the multitude," for they
were as sheep without a shepherd. They had a heart-hunger, alt-
hough they knew not what it was really, for they longed for higher,
better, nobler conditions than surrounded them, and this great
Teacher seemed to have words such as none other had for them--
words of hope, of reconciliation with God, of divine providence and
care. Those who sat in Moses' seat (scribes and Pharisees, Matt.
23:2) were so filled with a misconception of their proper attitude
toward God, misled so, that they merely banded themselves together
to enjoy the divine promises and to appropriate them to themselves,
and give up the remainder of their nation as publicans and sinners,
considering them too lacking in piety to have divine favor or any
part or lot in the Kingdom privileges. Jesus, however, passed by
these self-righteous ones who rejected him and the only way of ap-
proach to God, and showed his special favor to the humbler poor,
who heard his message gladly and wondered at the “gracious words
that proceeded out of his mouth"--words telling them that God des-
pises not the imperfect and weak if they are sincere and consecrated
to him.

It was after three o'clock in the afternoon, in the early evening,
that the disciples suggested that it was time for the multitude to be
dismissed that they might find food and lodging in the surrounding
villages. John and Mark record a dialogue on the subject between
Jesus and Philip, the home of the latter being in the adjoining town
of Bethsaida, and who was therefore acquainted with the region, its
resources, etc. Jesus inquired of Philip, "Whence shall we buy bread
that these may eat?" Philip replied that it would require two hundred
pennyworth of bread to give each of them a little. This would mean
about two hundred dollars' worth of bread according to our present
day reckoning. All of the apostles then seemed to join in with the
suggestion that the multitude be sent away that they might buy their
own provisions as well as secure lodging--though as a matter of fact
the people of the East make little ado about lodgings. They will
camp almost anywhere, and, wrapping their cloaks about them, lie
down in the fields or by the roadsides to sleep--in any place not
supposed to be dangerous.

SEEKING FIRST A NATURAL SUPPLY

It was then Jesus said to his disciples, "Give ye them to eat.”
Mark says that they inquired, "Shall we go and buy them 200 pen-
nyworth of bread and give them to eat?" Jesus asked, "How many
loaves have ye? Go and see." It was the Apostle Andrew who re-
turned with the word that a lad of the company had five loaves and
two small fishes which he had put at their disposal. Jesus accepted

the situation and instructed that the multitude be directed to be seat-
ed in companies. It is supposed that they arranged themselves in
groups of fifty, and that there were 100 groups, making in all 5,000.
Apparently they adopted the form of a three-sided square, after the
shape of a Roman reclining table, the disciples who served them
passing in at the open side and thus being able to reach the entire
company. We are not informed how the five barley loaves and two
small fishes were increased so as to be sufficient for the five thou-
sand people with a remainder of twelve baskets full. Quite probably
the increase was while being broken in the Lord's hands, though
possibly also the increasing continued at the hands of the apostles as
they in turn distributed the food to the people.

If such a story were told us respecting an ordinary person we
could not believe it. Indeed it would be not faith but credulity on our
part to believe it. So it is with those who deny the heavenly origin of
our Lord Jesus: they do not believe that he could or did do such
works as are recorded in the Scriptures. Neither could we believe the
matter from their standpoint. It is because we believe that Jesus was
the only begotten of the Father, who came into the world to be our
Redeemer--because we believe that the Father poured upon him the
divine spirit or power that we can also believe that he had power to
still the tempest or thus increase the food by his blessing.

EVERYDAY MIRACLES OVERLOOKED

But, after all, the greatest skeptics in the world do believe in
miracles: they see them all about us, in all the affairs of life. They
well know that the same amount of barley that composed those five
loaves, if planted, might have brought forth a harvest sufficient for
the five thousand; they also know that the two fishes in the ordinary
course of nature in a short time might have brought forth a sufficient
supply of fish for the five thousand. It is easy to be seen that he who
arranged the provisions of nature had full control of the situation,
and could as easily supply the needed food in the way he did as by
some other method. Who will deny that it is a miracle from man's
standpoint to have the grain grow and the fishes produce their kind?
These miracles of nature are going on about us every day, and hence
they are common to us and we forget that they are miracles. It is a
fact, nevertheless, that while we can analyze the fish and determine
exactly its component elements, and could bring these same ele-
ments together in a dish and could form them into shapes of fish, we
could not give life to the fish or cause them to bring forth of their
kind. That to us would be a miracle.

It is also true that we can analyze the barley and determine def-
initely its component elements and could bring them together in the
same proportions and shapes, yet it is beyond our power to cause the
products to germinate or to increase. Let these standing miracles that
surround us every day convince all those who trust in the omnipo-
tent God that he is able to do all that he is recorded to have done
through his Anointed One. And let us remember that these things
which Jesus did, as the Apostle declared, "manifested forth his com-
ing glory"--illustrated and exemplified the coming power and glory
of the great King of the world, who is to bless and feed and uplift
the race of Adam and give life everlasting to as many as will receive
it upon his terms.

If we could not accept these Scriptural testimonies respecting
the power of Jesus over natural things, neither could we accept the
declarations of the prophets and apostles respecting his coming
power in the Kingdom. If we can accept the Scriptural declaration
respecting him as the great Restorer of all things, God's representa-
tive, Emmanuel, who in the future shall bless the whole world of
mankind, then with equal propriety and with the same kind of faith
we can recognize him as the one in whom the Father's power operat-
ed in a small way in connection with the miracles under considera-
tion and others at the first advent.

CAREFUL USE OF DIVINE BOUNTIES

The whole lesson was intensified by the Lord's direction that

the disciples should gather up the fragments; and, besides, another



lesson was given, namely, that however great and bountiful_are
God's provisions for people, none of them are to be wasted. **we
cannot see wastefulness in any of the Lord's consecrated people
without feeling that, however great progress they have made in un-
derstanding the mind of the Lord in some respects, they are still
deficient in this particular. An appreciation of the gift and respect
for the Giver implies a carefulness and a stewardship in respect to all
that comes to us from our heavenly Father--things temporal and
things spiritual. According to our Lord's parables he is measuring
our love and zeal in a considerable degree by our use or abuse of the
talents, opportunities, blessings, temporal and spiritual, now be-
stowed upon us.

We may be sure that in this miracle as in the others our Lord
intended to inculcate some important lesson of faith or practice--not
so much for the public as for his special followers, his disciples. We
may presume, therefore, that he had a twofold purpose in sending
them away by ship while he remained and dismissed the multitude,
telling them that his discourses and miracles were at an end. One of
these purposes doubtless was private fellowship and communion
with the Father in the mountain-- apart from the multitude--apart
even from his beloved twelve apostles. There are times when we
love to join our hearts and voices with others at the throne of heav-
enly grace, and come as a company of the Lord's people into fellow-
ship and communion with him, and there are other times when we
seem to need individual, personal, private communion with God, as
our Lord seemed to have required on this occasion.

Our Lord's second object was, doubtless, to give his disciples
opportunity for thinking over the miracle and talking it over by
themselves in his absence. They might thus speak more freely one
with the other, and get more benefit than if he had been with them,
and they would have been under a certain degree of restraint in his
presence. The Lord wished this great lesson to be thoroughly im-
pressed upon their minds: it would be helpful to them in future years
to remember how he had power to increase their temporal food
without human interference and independent of human conditions. It
would be a lesson also respecting the spiritual food, that they should
not despise the day of small things; that if sent by him to break the
bread of life to the people, they should not be fearful and hindered
by reason of unpropitious conditions prevailing, but should have full
confidence in him that he had the power to overrule in all the affairs
of life, that all his gracious purposes might be accomplished.

WE MAY DISPENSE THE BREAD FROM HEAVEN

There is a lesson for us of the present day, too, in this matter, as
there has been a lesson for the Church all the way down throughout
this Gospel age. We may feel that the multitude is large and that the
means at our disposal for reaching them with the bread of life are
limited. We may be inclined to say here, we have such and such
things, but "what are they among so many?" Let us hearken to the
Lord's Word, "Give ye them to eat." It should be sufficient for us to
know that any one is present who is hungering and thirsting after
righteousness. "He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear." Tell him
the good tidings, no matter in what form they must be presented, no
matter how intolerable the conditions. The important thing is that
here are some who are hungry for the Truth, and that if we will the
Lord will bless us in ministering it to them.

We have been reminded of this parable sometimes as we made
out our annual reports of the work done by the WATCH TOWER
BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY--and endeavored to realize the im-
mense amount of spiritual food borne to the people all over the civi-
lized world, and our privileges connected with its dissemination. We
have marveled how the Lord blessed the comparatively small
amount of money so that it reached so far;--it seemed to multiply
under the Lord's blessing. The matter is with us as it was with the
apostles. The Lord himself raises the question of how much it will
require. We look about us and see how few are hungering and thirst-
ing for the Truth, how many grasping after multitudinous errors,
false gospels, new lights, etc., and we hear the Lord's word, "Give ye
them to eat.” It requires faith to go forth and to hope to accomplish
the great harvest work under present limited conditions, but so sure-
ly as the Lord is the Chief Reaper, his blessing upon what he has
given us to dispense will make it sufficient, so that all who are really
hungry may be fed.

Let the lesson sink deeply into our hearts; let us have the more
confidence in him who not only provided the temporal food centu-
ries ago, but who now according to his promise has come forth a
second time and is dispensing again spiritual food, meat in due sea-
son, things new and old from the treasury of his Word. Let us be
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swift to appropriate these promises to our hearts, seeing to it that we
are still hungering and thirsting after clearer views of the divine
character and plan. Let us be on the alert to give to all who are
hungering and thirsting the blessed food which has so greatly re-
freshed and strengthened us. If they do not get it they will faint by
the way as they go looking for other provisions. We have the very
thing which all of the household of faith need; without it they cannot
maintain their standing, they cannot press on, they shall surely be-
come discouraged. A thousand shall fall at our side and ten thousand
at our right hand without this needed nourishment. Let us be alert.
THE USE OF MEANS--THEN AND NOW

The lad who had the loaves and fishes and who put them at the
disposal of the Lord, we may be sure was greatly blessed, although
we hear nothing further of him than is here mentioned. It was a case
of opportunity, and we may be sure that the boy thus willing to put
his all at our Lord's disposal, instead of attempting to sell it to the
hungry at famine prices, received a corresponding blessing. The
lesson for all is that ©*whatever we may have of financial means for
sending forth the bread of life to others, or whatever we may have of
knowledge of the Truth, is neither to be selfishly hoarded nor self-
ishly partaken of by ourselves. It is to be consecrated to the Lord,
and out of that consecration the Lord will bring blessing to others
and increased blessings upon our own heads and hearts.

The Golden Text of our lesson may be said to be the very heart
of it in some respects. It was after Jesus had spent the night in prayer
and toward morning came to his disciples still on the lake in the
boat-- stormstayed--and after they had come to the landing safely,
that some of those who had been with him and who had partaken of
the miraculous bread and fish had returned to the vicinity of Caper-
naum and sought Jesus again, that he upbraided them and accused
them of seeking him more for the loaves and fishes than on account
of the truths which he proclaimed; and using this as a text, proceed-
ed to tell them of himself as the Bread of Eternal Life that had come
down from heaven, of which if a man eat he would never die--the
bread of life everlasting.

Blessed are our ears for we have heard! blessed are the eyes of
our understanding for we have seen him! blessed are we for we have
tasted of this Bread of Life! Blessed are we if we are still hungering
and thirsting after righteousness, and day after day being more and
more filled according to the promise.

A FAMINE FOR THE WORD OF GOD.--AMOS 8:11

We live in very stirring times, in times when there is a greater
hungering for knowledge, for wealth, for influence, for power, for
everything, than there ever was before. Everybody seems to be hun-
gry. Yet our day is so full of philosophies, inventions, sciences (true
and false), moneymaking schemes, financial schemes, theological
schemes, etc., etc., that the whole world is absorbed in attempts to
satisfy these various hungerings of the soul. Yet these things do not
satisfy even the worldly;--they still hunger and thirst; and nothing
will ever satisfy them but the living bread--the Truth. Now is the
time for us who have become "new creatures in Christ Jesus" to see
to it that we dispense to others the true bread and water of life; and
that our own earthly hunger for earthly things shall not be prospered
or gratified at the expense of our spiritual hunger for spiritual things,
but that the latter shall have our special attention and care and provi-
sion.

The more people are satisfied with earthly things the less incli-
nation they will have for the heavenly things, and the more we are
satisfied with the heavenly things the less of appetite will we have
for the earthly things. The new nature flourishes at the expense of
the old nature, and the new ambitions, hopes and desires at the ex-
pense of the old. Likewise when the old nature flourishes, it is at the
expense of the new in all of life's affairs. Let us then, realizing the
difference between the food that perisheth and the food that brings
divine blessing--eternal life--let us choose the latter, let us feed more
and more upon the Lord and upon his Word and thus grow strong in
the Lord and in the power of his might, and be more and more
weaned from the world, its spirit, its hopes, its ambitions. We seek a
heavenly country, a heavenly Kingdom, a heavenly nature, and
heavenly qualities, fitted and prepared for that heavenly nature. We
have found the great Lifegiver, the one who can and does supply
this bread from heaven. It is our great privilege to be the dispensers
of this bread--"Give ye them to eat." "He that hath an ear let him
hear."
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